THE MAN I KNEW

be no army of occupation worth talking about, and that we
would be at the mercy of the Germans in regard to certain
terms of peace.

It was fortunate for Douglas's health that he had had
to come to England for these meetings. He had a touch of
influenza before he left France and his doctor was very
much against his travelling at all. However, his short stay
at Eastcott helped greatly to set him up again and he was
quite cured by the time he left with Mr. Churchill for
Paris.

At the meeting of the Supreme War Council held in
Paris, Douglas supported strongly the views put forward
by Mr. Lloyd George but emphasised again the necessity of
maintaining a sufficiently strong army of occupation. The
Prime Minister, who was more concerned with disarming
Germany than forming a competent army of occupation,
thanked Douglas for his support. Douglas often wondered
what Lloyd George had expected him to do, for he seemed
very surprised that he had such staunch backing from
the military members of the conference. However, Lloyd
George ultimately gave his approval of the scheme sub-
mitted by Mr. Churchill.

While he was in Paris, Douglas met Mr. Arthur Hender-
son, who had come from Switzerland at the request of Mr.
Balfour. Douglas thought very highly of him and declared
he had been much maligned by Lloyd George. Mr. Hender-
son was very outspoken and told Douglas that he went to
Russia under orders from Lloyd George when the latter
was favourably inclined towards the Bolshevists. During his
absence, however, Lloyd George had changed his policy
and had simply dismissed Henderson from office.

Douglas himself found it difficult to agree with the
Government's action in Russia. He considered that they had
simply handed over the helpless people of Russia to be
plundered and murdered by Bolshevists.
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